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CHILD PROTECTION AND SAFEGUARDING POLICY
Gloucestershire Play Therapy
Reviewed: 07/06/2026
Next review: 07/06/2027

1. Purpose
This policy sets out Gloucestershire Play Therapy’s arrangements for safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people.
It applies to all services delivered by Gloucestershire Play Therapy, including work commissioned by schools, local authority services, and private practice settings.
This policy has been developed in line with statutory requirements and local safeguarding arrangements.

2. Safeguarding Commitment
Gloucestershire Play Therapy recognises that safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children is everyone’s responsibility.
We are committed to ensuring that:
· The welfare of the child is paramount
· All children have equal rights to protection from harm
· Safeguarding is proactive, responsive, and child-centred
· Children’s voices are actively sought, listened to, and acted upon
· Effective multi-agency working is essential to safeguarding outcomes

3. Legal and Statutory Framework
This policy is informed by and complies with the following legislation and statutory guidance:
· Children Act 1989 and Children Act 2004
· Working Together to Safeguard Children (HM Government, 2023)
· Keeping Children Safe in Education (DfE) (where applicable in education settings)
· Data Protection Act 2018 and UK GDPR
· Sexual Offences Act 2003
· Care Act 2014
· Human Rights Act 1998
· Protection of Freedoms Act 2012
· Prevent Duty Guidance (Counter-Terrorism and Security Act 2015)
Policies also reflect relevant national and local strategic safeguarding requirements and inter-agency procedures.

4. Local Safeguarding Arrangements
Gloucestershire Play Therapy works in accordance with local safeguarding policies and procedures, including:
· Gloucestershire County Council (GCC) Children’s Services procedures
· Gloucestershire Safeguarding Children Partnership (GSCP) multi-agency safeguarding arrangements
· South West Child Protection (SWCP) regional safeguarding frameworks, where applicable
All safeguarding practice is aligned with local threshold documents, referral pathways, and inter-agency working arrangements.

5. Safeguarding Principles
Gloucestershire Play Therapy operates on the following principles:
· The welfare of the child is the primary consideration in all decision-making
· Safeguarding concerns are acted upon without delay
· Information is shared appropriately in line with statutory guidance
· Early help and intervention are supported where appropriate
· Professional curiosity and reflective practice are embedded in all safeguarding work

6. Recognition of Abuse and Safeguarding Concerns
Gloucestershire Play Therapy recognises the following categories of abuse:
· Physical abuse
· Sexual abuse
· Emotional abuse
· Neglect
The service also recognises safeguarding risks including:
· Child exploitation (CSE/CCE)
· Domestic abuse
· Online harm
· FGM and forced marriage
· Trafficking and modern slavery
· Radicalisation and extremist influence

7. Safeguarding Procedures
Where a safeguarding concern is identified, Gloucestershire Play Therapy will:
· Listen to the child and take concerns seriously
· Record concerns accurately, factually, and contemporaneously
· Not investigate or ask leading questions
· Share information with appropriate safeguarding professionals in line with statutory guidance
· Refer to Children’s Social Care where thresholds are met
· Seek safeguarding advice where required to support decision-making

8. Escalation of Safeguarding Concerns
Where safeguarding concerns are not resolved at the appropriate level, escalation will follow multi-agency safeguarding procedures:
1. School Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL), where applicable
2. Gloucestershire Children’s Social Care (Front Door Service)
3. Local Authority Designated Officer (LADO) for allegations against professionals
4. Police, where there is immediate risk of harm or criminal concern
5. NSPCC helpline for safeguarding advice and escalation support
At all times, the welfare of the child remains the paramount consideration.

9. Allegations Against Staff or Professionals
All allegations or concerns regarding professionals working with children will be referred to the Local Authority Designated Officer (LADO) in accordance with statutory safeguarding procedures.
Gloucestershire Play Therapy recognises its duty to respond appropriately to allegations or concerns relating to the conduct of adults working with children.

10. Information Sharing
Gloucestershire Play Therapy adheres to UK GDPR and safeguarding guidance in relation to information sharing.
Information will be:
· Shared on a need-to-know basis
· Shared with consent where appropriate
· Shared without consent where there is risk of harm or legal requirement
· Shared with relevant safeguarding partners including schools, social care, health, and police where necessary
Information sharing decisions are guided by the principle that safeguarding children takes precedence over confidentiality where there is risk of harm.

11. Whistleblowing
Gloucestershire Play Therapy promotes a culture of openness where safeguarding concerns can be raised safely and without fear of reprisal.
Concerns may be raised internally or externally and may be escalated to:
· Local Authority Designated Officer (LADO)
· Gloucestershire Children’s Social Care
· NSPCC Whistleblowing Advice Line
· Police, where immediate risk is present
This policy is underpinned by the principles of the Public Interest Disclosure Act 1998 and the national “Freedom to Speak Up” principles.

12. Safeguarding Culture and Practice
Gloucestershire Play Therapy is committed to maintaining a strong safeguarding culture that ensures:
· Safe and professional practice at all times
· Appropriate professional boundaries
· Ongoing safeguarding awareness and training
· Reflective practice and supervision
· Effective partnership working with schools and agencies
· Child-centred, welfare-first decision-making

13. Record Keeping
All safeguarding concerns, disclosures, decisions, and actions are recorded clearly, accurately, and stored securely in accordance with data protection legislation.
Records are retained in line with professional and statutory requirements.

14. Policy Review
This policy will be reviewed annually or sooner if required due to changes in legislation, statutory guidance, or local safeguarding procedures.
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